Use of the spiral vein graft as an arterial substitute for secondary access.
A 30-year-old black male with end-stage renal disease of 8 years' duration had undergone 16 prior access operations and was still without an adequate access for dialysis. A spiral saphenous vein graft conduit was constructed from the left saphenous vein and used as a straight arterial conduit graft between the superficial femoral artery at Hunter's canal and the saphenofemoral vein junction in the groin. The spiral vein graft tube was used as the sole means of dialysis for the next consecutive 750 dialysis procedures over nearly 6 years without any complication.